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Abstract: We will explore some myths and realities concerning 
large-scale development of the unconventional natural gas/oil 
resource in shale deposits. On a local scale, these concern 
geological aspects of the plays, and the resulting development and 
use of directional drilling, high-volume, slickwater, hydraulic 
fracturing, multi-well clustered pad arrangements, and the impacts 
of these technologies on waste production and disposal, and 
possible contamination of water supplies. On a global scale, we 
will also explore the cumulative impact of unconventional gas 
development on greenhouse gas loading of the atmosphere. 


