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Fig. 3. (a) Schematic of a shear fault, showing relative slip & and
shear stresses r on the line of the fault. (b) A simple failure criterion
for material on the fault, Endurable shear stress is related to effective
normal compressive siress and amount of sliding. Note that reductions
in p, induced transiently by prerupture dilatancy, increase the resist-
ance to fault spreading.
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where the integral on x,’ is taken in the Cauchy principal value
sense.

1t is, of course, seldom the case that 4 1s given and 7 is merely
to be calculated by integration. Rather, the integral relation is
1o be understood as a first step toward an integral equation
governing the slippage when certain information is given con-
cerning its left-hand side; this formulation is analogous to the
representation of cracks as dislocation arrays in classical elas-
ticity, the exact density in the array being chosen as that
satisfying an integral equation that expresses, for example, the
condition that the crack surfaces be stress free [e.g., Bilby and
Eshelby, 1968; Cleary, 1976]. :

The simplest condition on 7 is that analogous to the freely
slipping shear crack, namely, that 7 has some reduced value,
say a frictional sliding stress 7, everywhere along the region
L{1) of slippage, where L{¢) is given a priori, and the friction
stress 7¢ (<7,pp1, @t least in some average sense} is that residual
resistance remaining after completion of the ‘breakdown’
process at the ends of the spreading fault zone. In that case,
stress singularities will result at the spreading ends of the fault,
and the condition for fault propagation can be phrased in
fracture mechanics terminology [e.g., Rice, 1968] as the re-
quirement that a critical energy release rate, expressible in
terms of the strength of the singularity, be achieved for propa-
gation. Indeed, this kind of characterization has been pro-
posed for shear faults in overconsolidated soils by Palfmer and
Rice [1973] and for earthquake faults by Husseini et al. [1976].

Models can also be formulated that include a more detailed
account of the breakdown process: following Palmer and Rice
[1973] and with reference to Figure 3, the shear stress r can be

7 dt’ (51}
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considered to be some prescribed function of the slippage é
near the tip of the fault, decreasing from a breakdown stress
level 7y, sufficient to initiate slippage, to the residual friction
level 7x after large amounts of sliding: 5, 75, and the values of
T at intermediate values of § increase with the local ‘effective’
compressive stress @ {=¢ — p, where ¢ is the total compressive
stress) acting on the fault, as illustrated. This formulation
removes the point stress singularity at the tip in favor of a
direct (if oversimplified) model of the breakdown process.
With it, r{x,, {) on the left side of (51) is expressible as a
function of 8{x,, t} at all points that have previously been
brought to the breakdown stress level, and hence (52) becomes
a nonlinear integral equation for 8.

Solutions for similar models in the classical elasticity con-
text have been given by Palmer and Rice [1973]. and a general
numerical scheme has been presented by Cleary [1976]. In
cases for which the size « of the end region (Figure 3), over
which strength degradation takes place, is small in comparison
with overall fault length, the propagation criterion from this
maodel accords with the fracture mechanics point singularity
approach, and the effective fracture energy is equal to the
shaded area in the 7 versus & plot of Figure 3. [t is thus possible
to give simple estimates of how the aforementioned features
affect progress of a fauit.

Pore fluid effects in the stabilization of fault spreading. Two
distinct mechanisms have been proposed by which the cou-
pling between pore fluids and deformation can stabilize a shear
fault against rapid growth [Palmer and Rice, 1973; Rice, 1973),
and these may be important for explaining observed fault
creep events [e.g., King er al, 1973]. The first is that, for a
given set of stresses exerted on a fault, the amount of energy
that can flow to its tip in a unit advance will be different
according to whether the surrounding material responds in an
undrained or drained fashion {or, in general, in a way inter-
mediate between these short and long time extremes). More
energy is released under drained than undrained conditions
(see below), and hence the magnitude of the applied stresses
necessary to deliver some fixed energy to the breakdown proc-
ess must increase with the speed of fault spreading. the impli-
cation thus being that a stable creeplike rupturing process
exists, at least over some range of driving stress.
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Fig. 4. Simulation of relative sliding and dilation, on the line of the
shear fault, by a continuous density of dislocations,
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The response for the two limiting cases may be ascertained
directly from (51), for which £ may be given its short and long
time values, 1.0 and (I — »,)/(1 — »), respectively. Then the
time integration is trivial, and the equation reduces to the
corresponding crack integral equation of classical elasticity
[e.g.. Bilby and Eshelby, 1968}, with the elastic properties en-
tering in the form G/(1 — »,) for the short time (rapid fault
creep) response and G/(1 — ») for the long time (slow creep)
response. Of course, these are the same forms in which elastic
properties enter the expression for energy flow to the crack tip:
for the simplest case of a plane strain fault of length / with
uniform applied stress and constant resistance 7, everywhere
except near a small end zone, the energy flow to the break-
down process per unit of newly created fault surface [eg.,
Rice, 1968; Palmer and Rice, 1973} is

G = w(l = veXrapm — TEVI/4G (52)

Hence if the fracture energy can be taken as essentially
independent of the speed of fault creep, the ratio of the driving
stress required for slow (5), as opposed to fast (f), completely
undrained, but still quasi-static, fault spreading is

TF)[/(Tsppl TF)s
= [(I = »}/{1 — )} = B (53)

This is 1.13 for data representative of sandstone (v = 0.12, v,
= 0.31) and may be somewhat higher for heavily fissured rock
masses or for soils, in which cases », = 0.5; for example, 8'* is
then 1.30if v = 0.15. Hence no fault spreading can occur on this
basis if the driving stress is less than (7,pp = 7r)s and it must
exceed (Tapm — 7r), fOr seismic spreading o ensue.

(Since preparation of the original version of this manuscript,
a full analysis of a shear fault advancing at steady speed in a
fluid-infiltrated porous material has been given by Rice and
Simons [1976]. Remarkably, they find an effect even greater
than that indicated by the above comparison of the completely
drained and completely undrained cases. Indeed, the greatest
resistance to fault spreading is found to occur at an inter-
mediate speed, and at this speed the ratio corresponding to the
left side of (53) has a value lying between 8% and §. The
higher value is approached when the size of the end region is
an extremely small fraction of fault length, the lower value
when the end region is large. By using a field diffusivity ¢ = 10*
cm?/s [Anderson and Whitcomb, 1975}, Rice and Simons report
that the range of fault lengths and spreading speeds given by
King et al. [1973] as representative of San Andreas creep events
are, when they are compared with the theoretical predictions,
supportive of the notion that the fluid interaction effects under
discussion could indeed be active in fault stabilization.)

The second means by which porous media effects can stabi-
“ lize fault propagation is complementary to the first and in-
volves the fact that the rupture processin the breakdown zone
may entail nonlinear dilatant deformation of the rock, owing
to local propping at asperities and to the opening of new or
existing fissures. Hence pore fluid suctions are induced when
the time scale is insufficient {or their diffusive alleviation, and
by the effective stress principle, the material in the breakdown
zone is ‘dilatantly strengthened' over the resistance to defor-
mation that it would show under less rapid, drained condi-
tions. The extent of the strength increase for completely un-
drained deformation of a material element can be estimated
from a formulation of its inelastic stress-strain relations in
accord with the effective stress principle [Rice, 1975].

Within our present linear elastic context, in which the break-
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down zone is represented as a prolongation of the fauit plane
{Figure 3), the dilatancy during rupture can be simulated as a
continuous array of opening dislocations within the end re-
gion, as on the right in Figure 4: these are superposed on the
main array of slip dislocations. The effect of the pore fluid
suction distribution thus induced along the fault plane is to
increase the effective compressive stress . and as illustrated on
the right in Figure 34, this will raise the level of the 7 versus §
curve and hence result in an increase in the shaded area, which,
as has been remarked, is a measure of the fracture energy
required for fault propagation. Thus the effect again serves to
stabilize the fault against rapid spreading, for the induced
suctions will be greater the greater the speed of fault creep.

Rice {1973] provided an approximate estimate of these in-
duced suctions through a treatment that regards the solid and
fluid phases as separately incompressible (soil mechanics case):
assumes that the dilation is equivalent to the induction of a
flow of fluid into the end zone w at 4 uniform rate, so that a net
height & of fluid is indrawn per unit area of newly created fault
plane: and treats the diffusive flow as that corresponding lo-
cally to one-dimensional consolidation in the x; direction un-
der a constant tolal compressive stress (i.e., p is assumed to
satisfy the equation c2%p/éx,* = ép/é1. where the net vol-
umetric flow rate, 2x(8p/2x,), is given on x, = 0 as YA/« when
a material point is within the end region). This results in a
suction distribution that is at a maximum at the trailing end of
the breakdown zone and has there the value

"(Ap)mnx ~ (Aa)mﬂx = {Vh/2xw)(4cu:/7r V)"I2
= [4(1 — p)/w(l — 20))(Gh/w)muV/4c)? (54)

where, in the last rearrangement, (17) for ¢ has been
used in the form appropriate to incompressible constituents
(B = 1, v, = }) and V enters in the dimensionless com-
bination w¥/c. There seems, unfortunately, to be inadequate
data from which to deduce numerical values of the
parameters, although estimates have been made by Rice
[1973] for shear faults in clay soils as part of a discussion of
time effects in progressive failure of slopes.

By contrast, the porous media eflects discussed by Nur and
Booker [1972) and Booker [1974] entail a partial destabiliza-
tion of a recently slipped fault. As is clear from (51). the stress
alterations in faulting will have their greatest values immedi-
ately after a sudden slip (£ = 1.0). whereas they will relax by
the factor {1 — »,)/(1 — v) after a long time. Hence the shear
stress builds up gradually on the part of the fault where the
stress was relaxed by the sudden slip, while it decays in the
more highly stressed regions bordering the zone of spreading.
This sequence has been proposed as consistent with limited
subsequent faulting, in the form of aftershocks, along the
region that slipped in the sudden faulting.

STRESSES NEAR A PRESSURIZED
CyrLINDRICAL CAVITY

As another example of a fundamental plane strain solution,
derivable within the complex variable formalism now available
to us, we consider a circular cylindrical hole of radiusa in a
body of porous saturated material with concentric circular
outer boundary at radius & (Figure 5). The body is to be
stressed so that the resultant field depends only on the radial
coordinate r: for instance, by pressurizing the test fluid filling
the interior of the hole. Despite its simplicity, the problem has
direct relevance for initiation of hydraulic fractures in deep
boreholes [e.g., Haimson and Fairhurst, 1970)], and interior
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Fig. 5. Typical annular specimen employed for determining fracture
strength of rock specimens by internal hydraulic pressurization.

fluid pressure is increasingly being used for laboratory tests tc
determine the tensile strength of cylindrical rock specimens
with drilled central holes [e.g., Johnson et al., 1973].

Since p = p(r, 1) and r* = zZ, we may use p(p, ) and p* =z{ in
the integrals of (29a), (30a), and (31a). By noting that

df = Ap/zydp  9plz, §, 1)/ 0z = G)E/2)? éplp, 1)/ Bp

we can convert the integrals to simpler radial dependence
only:

& 2 14
[ s evar =2 o 0a
a*/s a (55)
H 1 r
[ oo s ooras = 5 [ #1000, /001 do
We have chosen f(z, 1) = a%/z so that the integral entails only
real values of p.
By recalling (44) and (45) and recognizing €** = 2%/, we
can transform (28a) and (29a) to polar coordinates:

3o + 00) = Bz, ) + &E, ) — 20, D)

. 1 ad(z, 1)
1 — = = | 5,2 EN )
2(ces 0.} + ioe 2 [Ez 3z (56)

. . r 3 ,
+ 2 ¥(z, I) - j; o __g_(_;;_f) dp]

where we nave dropped the p subscript on ¥ {z, ), since we
will not use the M representation. Also, we recall that the
material property 5 is defined in (22b); it will prove an impor-
“tant parameter in discussions of hydraulic fracture, and nu-
inerical values are given subsequently.

Symmetry demands that the above stresses be independent
of # and that ¢ = 0; only one possible solution has these
features, namely,

Pz, 1) = Nty Inz + C(1) ¥z, t) = S)/2* 57

where, in the most general case, N, §, and C are unknown
functions of time, But if N In z and Nz In z — Nz are entered
for ® and ¢, respectively, in (30), we find a jump of the type Nr
in the value of uy (the circumferential displacement) as we
traverse a closed circular contour of radius r >4, namely, we
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find a wedgelike dislocation. By specifying that such disloca-
tions are not present, we deduce N = 0. Then the stresses
simplify, after using integration by parts once, to

oes = 4C(1) — 2np(r, 1) — o.. (58q)

o, = 2C@) — ;15 [S(t) + na’p(a, 1)

+ 21 [ onte D dp] (586)
where p is to be obtained from the polar coordinate version of
(24), namely,

¥p 1212] _dp , 2(v, — ») dC(1)
C[Grz +r ar] &t + (1 — »,) dt

We note that Geertsma [1957] has given the more usual body
force approach to the same general problem of radial symme-
try in a porous medjum. But he erroneously disposes of the
derivative dC/dr in (59) and so concludes thai p satisfies a
homogeneous diffusion equation: this step will be seen justified
only when b/a — =, and then only because C(¢) — 0.

A variety of boundary conditions may be imposed; for
instance, either the total radial stress or the radial displace-
ment and the pore pressure, or the rate of fluid mass exchange
with surroundings may be specified as functions of time at
cither boundary. A problem of practical application, to be
studied here, is that of a fluid-filled cavity in which the fluid is
suddenly (at 1 = 0) subjected to a pressure p,, equal total stress
and pore pressure at the boundary thereby being induced,

1>0 (60a)
(60b)

59

G'r,(ﬂ, l) = =Dy
pla.ty=p, 1>0

We suppose, for the moment, that the outer boundary is free
of stress and fluid pressure

gl )y = pb, 1) =0 >0 (61)
By using (60}, we may solve for S(1) in (585)
S(t) = @*[2C(@) + (1 = n)po] (62)

and then o,, is given by

o = 21 — &*/F)C()

I r
-2 [a% + 27 f pp(p, 1) dpi] (63)
By making ¢, vanish {equation (61)) at r = b we find an
implicit equation for C{t).

@ = ¢ ~ 02)“[;— po+ f ep(p, 1) dp] (64)

which is, in fact, a linear integral equation to be solved after p
has first been determined, as a functional of C(¢), from (59)
with (60b) and (6!) as boundary conditions. The process is not
simple to carry through, so here we just study the special cases
of short and very long times.

Short-time solutions. 1mmediately after the loading has
been applied, the classical elasticity solution (with v, = v,)
applies in all of the region a < r < b. Equations (25) and (58)
may be used in (24) to find a relation between p(r, 0*) and
C(0*) autained immediately after loading. Alternately, (59)
may be integrated from ¢ = 0~ to ¢ = 0*; in any case, the result
is
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2(v, — »)

PO = d =

C(0) a<r<b (63)

and, when this is substituted into {(64), we may solve to get

{1—13)
2(1

ap
(1}
— ) (b° — ad)

€y = (66a)

= w_dp
(1 —») (b° — a®y

The instantaneous stresses (¢ = 07) are now obtained from
(63) and (58) as

P(’: 0‘) = Pe (66b)

Ty =

_ a ) 2/ 2 272
Pn(be — ) = a/r) = pa/r (67a)

2
= pn(zg_a_—ai)(l + &'/ + pea’/r’ (67b)
We emphasize that (66) and (67) are valid only fora < r < b
and are independent of boundary conditions on pore pressure:
especially, they do not apply right at the boundary, r = 4,
where p = p, by definition. The physical implication is that the
short-time {( = ¢ in Figure 5) pore pressure distribution has a
steep gradient from p, at the wall to the negative py in (665).

Even after a very short time ¢, there are points (at r = R)
sufficiently close to the wall that the applied pore pressure p =
Po has penetrated (e.g., choose (R — a) << {4ee)V? << a); o,
retains its value, —p,, as does C(0" ) in (66a). All of these, using
(58), give

21 —») 4
[ - (be — a'z) -+ (1 — 27])]190

T3s

Tge =

—po  (68)

As is familiar in thermoelastic problems of heat application to
a surface, there is also a steep gradient in the total circum-
lerential stress near the wall, from the value in (68) to that in
(67b). In all these cases we have omitted g, if this is needed,
for instance in examining a generalized Coulomb hypothesis
for failure at the wall, it is trivially computed from (19).

Steady flow, after ‘very long’ time. The situation here is
that p and C(1) become time independent in (59), of which the
solution subject to (60b) and {61) then is

pir, =) = poliog (6/r))/log (b/a) (69)

The value of (=} is now obtained from (64), after in-
tegration, as

Opr =

asrsé

C(®) = po(b® — @)

-[(1 ~ /2 + 7 '+ a)/log (b/a)] (70)

The complete stress field may be obtained from (63) and (58),
but we have particular interest in the region near the inner
wall, where

. [2‘:2(1—,;)_,_ n
o (b° — a*) ' log (b/a)

+a - 217)]1?0

—=po  (71)

Another possibility is that the outside ( = b) is jacketed, and
thus no flow is allowed. If zero total radial stress is still applied
there (experimentally, a constant jacketing pressure in the
“triaxial apparatus, so that for superposition of the effects of
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loading, the alteration in total radial stress is zero). then the
final state must be p = p, everywhere, and (64) gives

Cle) = poln + (b*/a* — 1)*]/2 {12}
from which, again at the wall,

am = [1 + 2(6*/a* — 1) 'p, O = —Po (73)

P = Po

Complete solution for infinite outer radius. The special case
b/a — o allows us, formally at least, to write the whole time
and space variation of the variables o,,. 640, and p because C(1)
= 0 from conditions at infinity, and so (59), subject to bound-
ary condition (608), has the solution [Carslaw and Jaegar,
1960, section 127]

2 -3
p = po + & f exp (—cu’t)
w Jo

. Jolur) Yo(ua) — Jo(ua) Yolur) du
Jo*(ua) + Yo (ua) u

(74)

In the region 7 > a such that (r — a) << a. the solution has the
asymptotic expansion

P = pla/r)?erfe [(r — a)/(4ct)?] (75)

where
erfc (x) = 1 — 2/7') f exp (—p°) dp
1]

This solution allows us to quantify and trace in time the
progress of the zone of diffusing pore pressures as it penetrates
inward from the boundary, replacing the pressure in (66b) by
the imposed value p,. As a first estimate, from (75), we may
expect that after time r = T, the pore pressure will be 0.9p, or
greater up to a depth (R — a) =~0.2(cT)"*% Incidentally, the
complete stress field is obtained from inserting (74) into (63)
and (58), with C(¢) = 0.

MATERIAL PARAMETERS AND [NCEPTION
OF HYDRAULIC FRACTURING

Laboratory tests on specimens of various rock types show
that the elastic moduli G and » vary strongly at high values of
the hydrostatic effective stress [e.g., Nur and Byerlee, 1971]
and, naturally, with increasing deviatoric stress [e.g., Rummel,
1974}; the porosity v, and the permeability &k also vary with
substantial changes in effective stress [e.g., Zoback and
Byerlee, 1975]. However, it is appropriate for present purposes
to list (Table 1) some typical rock properties at low to moder-
ate effective stresses: these have been culled mainly from the
work by Rummel [1974), Nur and Byerlee [1971], Zoback and
Byeriee [1975], and Haimson and Fairhurst [1970]. Modifica-
tions from other sources were made when available, so that the
numbers given may be considered average rather than appli-
cable to a specific sample. Table | merits some comments:

1. The bulk modulus K, of the pore fluid is representative
of liquid, water or oil. The bulk modulus of the solid phase X,
is that of quartz for the sandstornes; it has been measured [Nur
and Byerlee, 1971] for the granites but is simply guessed for
Tennessee marble. These particular rocks have been chosen
either for their occurrence in earthquake test regions or for
their use in hydraulic fracturing experiments.

2. The second section of the table contains the derived
parameters, 8, v, 1, and ¢ (from equations (4), (6), (22), and
{17), respectively), and it also contains an expression, «,, of
the permeability measure commonly used in soil mechanics,
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TABLE 1. Typical Rock Properties. Measured and Computed

Rock Types
Ruhr Tennessee  Charcoal Berea Westerly Weber
Property Sandstone Marble Granite Sandsione Granite Sandstone

Section |
G. kbar 133 240 187 60 150 122
» 0.12 0.25 0.27 0.20 0.25 0.15
o 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.19 0.01 0.06
A.omd (10" em?) 0.2 {107 {1074 190 4 X 10 1.0
K. kbar 360 {500) (434) 360 454 360
K, kbar 33 33 13 33 33 33

Section 2
8 0.88 0.51 0.55 0.62 0.83 0.713
oy 0.3 0.27 0.30 0.33 0.34 0.29
] 0.28 0.08 0.08 0.30 6.16 0.26
Ky CM/S S 2X 1077 H 1 g IX107¢ 4 X107 10-®
(t/ s} cm?/s 53 0.13 0.07 1.6 X 10¢ 0,22 207

The viscosity of water is taken as g, = 0.0! P and 1.0 bar ~ 10¢ dvn/cm>.

namely, the velocity of flow of water under a pressure gradient
of unit head drop of water per unit linear distance. For com-
parison, we note that clays of low permeability have «, < 10-7
cm/s, so that the term ‘impermeable’ may seem appropriate to
the granites and marble. However, what is really important,
certainly for the fracturing and slip phenomena considered in
this paper, is the rapidity with which pore pressure per-
turbations in some regions are damped out or transmitted to
adjacent regions. It is clear from (47) and (75). or from any
elementary diffusion solution, that this relation between dis-
tance {X. measured from source or perturbation) and the time
elapsed (T) is given by X = 0.2(cT)*"?, where the factor {0.2)
arbitrarily arises from the requirement that the intensity of the
change at X be 90% or more of the initial perturbation. If we,
then, inspect the values for ¢ in Table I, we observe that even
the marble gives values of X' = 0.9 mm for the passage of 1 s of
time, when g = g,. In a hydraulic fracturing experiment
lasting at least 10 s, and even after allowing for an oily fractur-
ing fluid penetrating dry rock, we shall suggest that sufficient
penetration occurs to affect the pressures required for fracture.

3. A variety of earthquake-associated phenomena display
a common value of ¢ > [0* cm?%/s [e.g., Anderson and Whit-
comb, 1975]; the Weber sandstone, typical of the Rangely test
region, shows only 2% of this value, and so joints or fissure
networks (and some degree of dilatancy) must account for
much of the diffusivity. Previously, computations have typi-
cally been based on diffusion through a rigid rock matrix: it is
interesting to note that the limiting form of (17), in that event,
is ¢ — xK; /v, (Zoback and Byerlee [1975] seem inadvertently to
have used xK,) and that this yields a value ¢ >~ 550 cm?/s for
Weber sandstone {with water as pore fluid).

4. The values of G and », listed in Table 1, are mainly those
for dry rock. Ideally, they should be obtained from completely
drained quasi-static tests on a sample saturated with the ap-
propriate pore fluid, but experimentalists regard these as slow
tests. In light of the values of ¢ and the discussion in 2, it is
hard to understand why induced pore pressures, due to load-
ing a sample of maximum dimension 5 cm (say), do not
effectively damp out in a matter of minutes.

Inception of hydraulic fracture from boreholes. 1t is fre-
quently observed, when fracturing cylindrical rock specimens
by hydraulically pressurizing a drilled central hole {e.g., Haim-

son and Fairhurst, 1970, C. B. Raleigh, personal communica-

tion, 1975]. that very rapid pressurization (or a jacketed cavity
wall) leads to a higher fracture pressure than that needed when
pressurized fluid is allowed sufficient time to penetrate the
walls of the cavity. We limit ourselves here to a preliminary
simple explanation of this effect by proposing that fracture
occurs when the maximum effective tensile stress, in the vicin-
ity of the wall, reaches a so-called tensile strength o, However,
the expression for effective stresses is not necessarily the same
for such an ultimate strength criterion as it is for deformation
computations (equation (13)} but seems 10 be most accurately
described [e.g., Cornet and Fairhurst, 1974] by the classical
effective stress law, namely,

(76a)
(76b)

L
o' = oy + phy

(o)™ = gy

The effective stresses are oy, of which the principal values are
o,/ and {76b) is the chosen tensile stress fracture criterion.
Such an empirical criterion is appropriate only if all flaws in
the material are sufficiently small in comparison with distances
over which the predicted stresses change appreciably, although
the critical value o, will itself have a statistical distribution
according to the statistics of flaw sites, sizes, and the linking-
up process.

The test configuration in Figure 5 is adopted as reference,
and we note that the effects of any exterior confining pressure
o, (r = b) can be superposed in an obvious fashion, so we
consider zero confining pressure. We now compute the frac-
ture pressures for each of three different time scales of interior
pressure application:

1. The pressure is brought up so rapidly to the fracture
value p¢' that the fuid does not penetrate into the cavity wall
(equivalently, the wall » = a may be jacketed). Then the elastic
stress field in (67) and the pore pressure in (66b) may be used
in (76) to obtain the maximum effective tensile siress, in the
circumferential direction, near the wall; when fracture condi-
tions are reached, this is

o’ = 0as + p

B 2 - 2 .
= [(ba i :2> - 7?21 __;;)) (be f_ az)]lh' =0, (77)

or
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The last approximation is made for  >> a* (e.g., the speci-
men used by Raleigh had b = 1.5¢m, @ = 0.1 cm), but there is
naturally a dependence on b/a in the exact expression. This
variation of pp’ with the size of hole used (for given 5) seems to
render unnecessary the explanation of Haimson and Fairhurst
[1970], whose data agree well with the predictions of (77), that
the variation is related to changes in tensile strength.

2. The fluid has enough time to penetrate the rock near r =
a to a depth sufficiently great that a fracture of that length
results in a stress concentration adequate to continue propa-
gating. Then the required fracture pressure (p°) may be ob-
tained by adopting ps° as the pore pressure in the permeated
region and using (68) o get

o5’ = 0ps + D

_ 2 = a 3 .
B [ (1= ¢ —a) + 201 77)]1’9 =g, (78)
or

21 = n)ps® = ay

Again this last approximation is for 4 >> @2, and by setting
the maximum effective tensile stress equal to the strength o,.
we obtain a smaller fracture pressure, ps* ~ 0/(2 — 23) =
pei/(2 — 2n).

Actually, there will be a time dependence in the pressure
required for fracture (as shown by the data of Haimson and
Fairhurst [1970]), but the estimate just obtained constitutes a
lower limit for pg®: the data of C. B. Raleigh {personal commu-
nication, 1975) support this assertion. Table 1 may be used to
assess the factor (2 — 27}, but (22b) givesn = (1 — K/K,'}(1 -
2v)/(2 — 2v) when (4) and (6) are employed. This last expres-
sion shows that the very stiff rock matrices {e.g., marble and
granite) will show a larger effect of fluid penetration than the
more joosely structured sandstones. This expression for n is
precisely that used by Haimson and Fairhurst [1970], but they
assert that Tennessee marble and charcoal granite are too
impermeable to show any effect of fluid penetration. Never-
theless, their data for fracturing pressures distinctly show an
effect that is time-dependent in a manner consistent with a
dependence on depth of fluid penetration at the wall r ='a.

3. Haimson and Fairhurst [1970] show tests on Berea sand-
stone where the time to fracture was so long and the rock so
permeable that the fluid pressure had penetrated the whole
way to the outer boundary. Even where the sample has been
initially dry, it is sensible to apply our ‘very long time’ solu-
tions 1o these tests. Suppose, as is probably most appropriate,
that p(r = b) does not change during the test: then (71) may be
used to find the maximum effective stress, induced by the
fracture pressure ps/, which is also the pore pressure, at the
inner wall r = a. We set this maximum tensile stress equal to
the tensile strength o, to find ps':

Oos = g9 + P [ - + 2(1 — ﬂ)]ﬁr' =0, (79

log (b/a)

B> a’
This gives a pg slightly lower than pg®, but the lowest possible
prt actually arises in the (perhaps unrealistic) situation where
an outer jacket prevents escape of pore fluid: then (73), with a
pore pressure py' everywhere, gives a maximum effective stress

oo’ = oo + p > 2pf = a0 b D> 4 (80)
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In summary, the pressures required 1o initiate fracture from
central boreholes in relatively intact specimens of a variety of
rocks have been shown to depend strongly on the length of
time during which the hydraulic pressure in the fluid-filled
cavity is raised to the fracture pressure. A more careful analy-
sis of the exact nature of time-dependence is postponed, but
the limits of two separate time scales have been studied: it is
clear that the 'tensile strength’ ¢, may be modified to include
initial compressive stresses on the prospective line of fracture
and that initial pore pressures may be taken as reference so
that our results extend directly to hydraulic fracturing endeav-
ors (and we take 6* >> g% as appropriate to these). For
instantaneous fracturing the pressure is pr' = ¢, but this
decreases to ps* =~ ¢,/{2 — 23) if the fluid can penetrate a ,
sufficient distance that a fracture of that length will continue
to propagale (see Table | for 3 = (1 — K/K/ )1 — 21)/(2 —
2u)). Over a longer time scale, the fluid may penetrate very
deeply into the specimen and (if b/a is not infinite) almost
reach a steady state at which the fracture pressure p;/ is slightly
less than pg° (equation (79)): it seems, however, that the frac-
tion (2 — 25)7*, which is (1 — v) if K/K,’ << 1, provides a
reasonable lower limit for the drop in fracturing pressures to
be expected with increasing time to fracture. The data of both
Haimson and Fairhurst [1970] and C. B. Raleigh (personal
communication, 1975) support our conclusions, although we
do not dispense with mechanisms like stress corrosion as fur-
ther factors influencing time dependence of fracture pressures.

SPHERICAL CAVITY IN A PoroOUS SoLip

An especially simple application of our equations to a three-
dimensional problem arises in spherically symmetric ideal-
izations of underground perturbations [e.g., Anderson and
Whitcomb, 1975. Johnson et al., 1973]. Consider a spherical
cavity of radius a subjected to a total radial stress g,, = —og
and fluid pressure p = p, on its boundary r = a. If stressing is
due to pressurizing fluid that fills the cavity, then gz = p,.
Stress equilibrium requires (in obvious notation)

dap/ér + 2o — ow)/r =0 (81)

while the only independent compatibility equation (12) re-
duces to

2 o + 200) + dnp) = Nr (82)

If we insist that strains are derivable from a purely radial
displacement u,, thereby excluding conical dislocations from
which N derives, we can write ¢,, = éu/dr and egg = u/r and

deduce (82) with N = 0. Hence
(or + 208) + dnp = C1(1) (83)

By using this result in (16), that diffusion process for p sim-

plifies to
C[@g n gg;{‘ _ . 2n—w  dC)
o ' oroor 8t ol — )1 ) di
In 2 manner now familiar, we insert (83) into (81} and in-
tegrate, subject to o, (r = @) = —og, to get

o = 31 — &' /F)C\(1) — azd’ /7

(84)

— (49/r") f o’plp, ) dp  (85)

To finish, just as for the cylindrical cavity, (84) subject to
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boundary conditions must be solved for p (r, 1; Ci(¢)), and then
the condition on o, at the outer boundary produces, from
(85), an integral equation for C,(z).

By specializing to b/a —=, we find C,(¢) = 0, since the inner
pressurization will lead to vanishing p, 6., and og at r = o,
Equation (84) then has the simple solution [e.g., Carslaw and
Jaegar, 1960}

p = pila/r) erfc [(r — a)/{dct)’?] (86)

derived with initial conditionp(r > a,t = 0*) = 0, since m =
m, in (8) and C{t) = 0 in (83). Equations (85) and (83) now
give the stresses

0, = —ogd /r
— duno(a/) [ perte (o — /e 1dp (87)
Tge = ’“%ﬂ'n - 27}1’0(3/)’) ‘erfc [(r — a)/(%t)uzl

In the region near the wall of the cavity where the applied fluid
pressure has penetrated {(i.e., (r — a)® << ¢1,a/r = 1}, the pore
pressure is po, but the radial total stress is still that applied, so
we can use (83) to write the whole field:

P=Ppo Op = —0r om=ocr/2— 2up

and, for the purposes of fracture analysis, (76) gives for this
region
ae’ = or/2 + (1 = 2n)py

On the other hand, outside the zone affected by boundary pore
pressure but still at sufficiently short times that such points can
be close to the wall, the stresses are (p = 0)

[
Gpp = Po = Or

O = 0 = —0g Cgp = 0gg = 0og/2

For the case oz = p,, the internal pressure required to cause
fracture will fall by 45% (for ¢ = 0.30) to 63% (n = 0.08) when
sufficient infiltration of fuid occurs to a sufficient depth thata
fracture of that length can propagate.

CONCLUDING DisCussION

There were at the outset of this study few significant elastic-
ity solutions available for the deformation of fluid-infiltrated
porous solids, especially in the case of fully compressible fluid
and solid constituents. The present work provides some such
solutions and may also prove useful, through the formalisms
developed, in the pursuit of further basic solutions. Indeed,
there is a wide range of porous media problems involving, e.g.,
constitutive nonlinearities {Biof, 1973; Rice, 1975], local pore
pressure nonequilibrium [O’Connell and Budiansky, 1974), ani-
sotropy [Biot, 1955, 1956b), etc., but the simple linear isotropic
models seem by no means exhausted either as to identification,
even of primary aspects, of porous media effects or as to
availability of convenient analytical formulations.

When inhomogeneities, complex geometries, etc. are consid-
ered unavoidable, then a numerical approach may be possible.
For instance, a finite element scheme based on a variational
principle analogous to that of Biot [19565] may solve quite
awkward problems and does not iimit one to simplified consti-
tutive representations. Attempts have been made to implement
such a method with incompressible constituents [e.g., Val-
liappan et al., 1973]. But when discontinuities and infinite
regions are present and one is concerned with isolating dom-
inant characteristics only, it is preferable to have analytic
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solutions. Thus our dislocation and shear fault solutions
reveal at least three ways in which pore fluid fiow can control
shear fault motion and give the potential to trace the time-
dependent progress of frictional faults. The radially symmetric
solutions in plane strain give new evidence on hydraulic frac-
turing processes and suggest some simple experiments related
to conventional annular specimens used in tensile sirength
tests. All solutions can be adapted to complicated loading
history by a standard superposition integral.
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